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1. Introduction 

APRICOT 2025, held from 19 to 27 February in Petaling Jaya, Malaysia, was a landmark event 

organised APNOG and APNIC, and hosted by MyNOG. Originally planned for Dhaka, the venue was 

shifted due to travel advisories relating to political unrest in the months leading up to the 

conference dates. The event combined deep technical sessions, policy development, training, and 

fellowship, bringing together over 878 in-person and 45 online participants from 53 economies. A 

total of 231 APNIC member organisations were represented. 

2. Programme Structure 

The conference spanned nine days: 

- APNIC Academy Training & Masterclasses: 19–22 Feb 

- Partner Meetings: 23 Feb 

- Technical Conference: 24–26 Feb 

- APNIC AGM & EC Election: 27 Feb 

Training covered advanced BGP, network automation, cloud & containerization, and soft skills 

development. The technical conference featured keynotes from Kurtis Lindqvist (ICANN) and Alexis 

Bertholf (Megaport). 

3. Opening Keynotes & Plenary Sessions  

Kurt‑Erik “Kurtis” Lindqvist (ICANN CEO) shared his journey from network operations groups 

(NOGs) to leading ICANN, emphasising the critical role of community mentorship and career 

development in network engineering. He urged seasoned professionals to mentor emerging talent 

to ensure continuity in Internet operations. 

Alexis Bertholf (Megaport) delivered “Making Network Engineering Cool Again”, focusing on 

bridging traditional networking skills with emerging technologies. She emphasised strategies to 

attract young engineers, including hands-on experience with automation and visibility of real-world 

network operations as a career path. 

The Opening Plenary Panel covered current trends on IPv6 adoption across APNIC economies, 

submarine cable projects, BGP Flowspec deployment for DDoS mitigation, and Telekom Malaysia’s 

implementation of RPKI (Resource Public Key Infrastructure) for routing security. This set the 

framework for broader security, infrastructure, and governance themes throughout the event. 

4. Deep Dive into Technical Sessions 

Network Performance & Monitoring: Speakers shared insights on DNS latency diagnostics using 

RIPE Atlas and AuthDNS tools. Presentations illustrated how localised DNS traffic and regional 

server placement significantly reduce query latency and routing inefficiencies. 



Automation & Network Configuration: Presenters - including Abu Sufian - demonstrated practical 

automation by integrating IPAM (IP Address Management) as a source-of-truth alongside Ansible, 

enabling consistent device configuration across vendor environments like Mikrotik, Juniper, Cisco, 

and Huawei. 

Advanced Network Operations (NEMOPS): Dhruv Dhody shared findings from the IETF workshop 

on NEMOPS (Next‑Era Network Management Operations), advocating for updated standards 

beyond NETCONF and RESTCONF, aligned with evolving operational needs. 

DDoS Mitigation Approaches: Yin Chao introduced “One Fingerprint to Rule Them All”, a holistic 

DDoS defence strategy combining fingerprinting at multiple stack layers (application, transport, 

and network) for early detection and automated response. 

Open‑Source Telecom & Fiber Infrastructure: Gonchig Altansukh showcased open-source IMS and 

4G/5G core deployments. Rishabh Tarte’s session on Passive Optical Networks (PON) covered next-

gen fibre deployments and future-proofing strategies. 

Infrastructure & AI Impact: A panel analysed AI-driven workloads, including power densities over 

200 kW, cooling strategies (liquid vs. immersion), and site selection criteria (climate, renewables, 

nuclear). 

5. Lightning Talks and Community Innovation 

The Lightning Talks segment served as a platform for rapid, thought-provoking presentations. 

Contributors had five-minute slots to present novel ideas, community projects, experimental 

technologies, or amusing network anecdotes. 

This format encouraged grassroots innovation and creative risk-taking, enabling lesser-known 

contributors to present alongside major figures. Talks ranged from BGP anomaly detection tools, 

DNS tunnelling experiments, to IPv6 adoption gamification strategies, and often sparked lively 

hallway discussions and social media engagement. 

6. Community Engagement and Policy 

APNIC SIGs played a vital role: 

- Routing Security SIG: Focus on ROA/ROV, RPKI, ASPA developments 

- Cooperation SIG: Engagement in WSIS+20 governance discussions 

- NIR SIG: Registry updates from CNNIC, JPNIC, IRINN, VNNIC, APJII 

The Policy SIG (OPM) addressed two WHOIS proposals (prop-162 and prop-163), which did not 

reach consensus and were returned for revision. 

On Monday 24 February, I, along with Tsung-Yi Yu, Justine Chew and Bertrand Cherrier were 

invited to participate in a session titled “Policy Development – Let’s Engage”. The topic of the 

session was on our involvement and experience in internet governance and policy discussion, and 

this was to aid in piquing the community’s interest in policy development. Unfortunately, over the 



last few years, community engagement in policy development has not been at levels they should be 

at, and this session was (in my personal view) part of a succession plan to help encourage younger 

people to become involved in shaping the future of APNIC and the wider Internet community. 

There was also a Joint SIG Session, as a result of the changes to nomination criteria proposal that 

Karl K, myself and Bertrand Cherrier submitted for discussion, see apnic.net/wp-

content/uploads/2025/01/prop-sig-guidelines-apnic59-v001.txt. A consensus call was not made as 

there were some fundamental changes that were required based on feedback regarding 

interpretation provided by APNIC’s General Counsel, Jeremy Harrison. Some members also raised 

concerns about the term limits; they felt that two terms of two years each term was too short. In 

agreeance with this, the proposal was modified to accommodate for this and has been resubmitted 

for discussion at APNIC 60 in Da Nang, Vietnam. 

7. APNIC Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

The AGM on 27 February provided updates on resource audits, policy, finance, and leadership. 

Resource Delegation Audit: IRINN reclaimed 44 IPv4 delegations in breach of policy. IDNIC is 

reviewing 1,200+ cases, while JPNIC's audit concluded cleanly. APNIC began spot checks and 

member verification efforts. 

Organizational Realignment: The Secretariat announced a structural overhaul to reach financial 

sustainability by 2027. New integrated teams aim to break silos across registry, development, and 

engagement. 

Executive Council (EC) Elections: Yoshinobu Matsuzaki, Anlei Hu, Roopinder Singh Perhar, and 

Kenny Huang were re-elected. The EC oversees APNIC’s strategic direction and accountability. 

Participation: The AGM concluded with over 900 participants (in-person and online), affirming 

regional engagement in governance and operations. 

8. Closing Plenary 

Billy Lee Kok Chi delivered the closing remarks. He recapped key conference themes including 

technical innovation, the role of community-led policy, and regional collaboration. He praised the 

mentorship-driven culture, peering ecosystem growth, and robust participation across all tracks. 

The Closing Plenary reaffirmed APRICOT’s commitment to consensus-based policy development 

and highlighted the continuity and maturity of Asia-Pacific’s technical community as it navigates 

rapid global change. 

9. Summary & Takeaways 

APRICOT 2025 succeeded in merging deep technical knowledge, policy discussions, and regional 

collaboration. From powerful keynotes to highly technical sessions on DNS, BGP, RPKI, and telecom 

infrastructure, the event underscored its value as a community forum and operational knowledge 

base. 

https://www.apnic.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/prop-sig-guidelines-apnic59-v001.txt
https://www.apnic.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/prop-sig-guidelines-apnic59-v001.txt


Takeaways: 

- Strong leadership continuity through EC elections. 

- Community-led routing security and audit improvements. 

- Real-world automation and open-source deployments. 

- Cross-sector planning for AI infrastructure and sustainability. 

- Transparent policy dialogue and increased member engagement. 

The event reaffirmed APRICOT's role as the Asia-Pacific's foremost gathering for Internet 

operational excellence and cooperation. 

10. Fellowship and Capacity Building 

The APRICOT 2025 Fellowship Program, co-sponsored by the Internet Society, supported 26 

fellows from across the Asia Pacific region. These individuals participated in hands-on training 

sessions, attended conference tracks, and took part in networking events with seasoned 

professionals. 

The fellows, selected through a competitive process, submitted reflective reports detailing their 

learnings, challenges, and goals post-event. The program emphasized not only technical training 

but also leadership development, peer collaboration, and soft skill enhancement. Fellows cited 

transformative experiences, especially in the Advanced BGP and Network Automation 

masterclasses. 

11. Social and Networking Events 

APRICOT 2025 hosted multiple social events designed to encourage cross-regional networking and 

professional bonding. The Opening Social set the tone for the week, bringing together newcomers 

and veterans in an informal setting. 

The Peering Social, aimed at IX operators and upstream providers, allowed deep technical 

conversations and potential partnership negotiations. The Closing Social at Chakri Skyhill, Kuala 

Lumpur, offered a rooftop venue for reflection, recognition, and celebration of the week's success. 

These events fostered long-term relationships and practical collaboration opportunities among the 

region’s Internet professionals. 


