
 

Board Activity and Engagement Report to Members 
of Internet Society of Australia (t/a Internet Australia) 
Tabled at the 2025 AGM  

Preamble: 
This Report also acts as the‘Chapter Activity Plan’  mandated under the ISOC Chapter Annual 
Evaluation process.  Currently, Internet Australia is badged as a ‘Gigabit Chapter’, the highest 
classification and a ‘Chapter in Good Standing’ according to the Chapter Charter Agreement.   

About Internet Australia 
Internet Australia is the trading name of the Internet Society of Australia (ISOC-AU). It is a non-profit 
society founded in 1996 that promotes the development of the Internet in Australia for the whole 
community. It is a chapter of the worldwide Internet Society and is a peak body organisation, which acts 
in the best interests of all Australians, consistently advocating for ‘universal meaningful connectivity’ for 
all Australian Internet users. 
 
Internet Australia’s fundamental belief, in concert with the byline of ISOC globally, is that the Internet is 
for everyone. We provide a broad-based representation of the Australian Internet community, both 
nationally and internationally, from a user perspective and a sound technical base. We have a 
longstanding commitment to effectively representing these interests in self-regulatory processes across 
the telecommunications, domain name, and Internet-related services industries. We also consistently 
promote Internet access for all Australians. 
 

The Internet Australia (IA) Board in 2025 was constituted as follows:  
●​ Greg Adamson (last elected 2023 - 26) 

●​ Paul Brooks - Vice Chair (last appointed and confirmed for a  3-year term 2022 - 25) 

●​ Karl Kloppenborg (elected 2024 - 27) 

●​ Christopher Hawker - Treasurer (elected 2023 - 26) 

●​ Cheryl Langdon-Orr - Chair (last reelected 2024 - 27)  

●​ Holly Raiche - Policy Committee Convenor (reelected 2024 - 27) 

 

Regular Meetings of the Board: 
The Internet Australia Board is required to meet no less than 4 times for an appointed (AGM to AGM) 
year.  In the FY25 year, post 2024 AGM, the 2025 Board convened as follows: 

➢​ November 28th 2024 

➢​ January 29th 2025  

➢​ May 7th 2025 

 

https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/projectumc/home/aboutumc/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MXXjy0lUXrPuhmANFJJAfZjB1UJjr1_Q/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10KZyWnuo3qlUzCCKkMZESw_sS_iOFQIfAdKyz4HZqI8/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aKFe9123pLnd4Of2A5Zx-UkokPmAhP_PPGcYEQQe4KQ/edit?usp=drive_link


In the FY26 year, the 2025 Board has since convened on:- 

➢​ August 6th 2025 

➢​ October 29th 2025 

Additionally, regular email exchanges and, as required, circular motions have been carried out via email 
between these meetings. 

Chapter Activities for 2025 included: 

❖​ Engagement with and Support of Global Encryption Efforts: 
➢​ As a Member of the Global Encryption Coalition (GEC) we contributed to the 

drafting of and signed a series of letters regarding the protection of critical 
encryption technologies that “underpin the global digital economy.”1 including:  

■​ Global Statement on the Role of Encryption in Securing Trust and Enabling 
the Digital Economy reaffirms that strong end-to-end encryption is essential to 
safeguarding user privacy, protecting sensitive data, and enabling trust in online 
commerce and communication. With new challenges to encryption emerging 
around the globe, this statement provides unified advocacy to defend these vital 
protections. The full Statement can be viewed at: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VSHOgxMbZeu1x98qleH44EfQnKw0U0kJeZ7L_dmOKd4/edit?usp=sharing  

■​ Joint Letter against UK Government Attack on Encryption   
https://www.globalencryption.org/2025/02/joint-letter-on-the-uk-governments-use-of-investigatory-power
s-act-to-attack-end-to-end-encryption/. 

 

❖​ Involvement in the WSIS +20 Processes: 
➢​ Chapter Members and several from the Board have been extensively and regularly 

involved in several participation, engagement and influence activities relating to an 
Australian perspective on the WSIS +20 process, including but not limited to - 

■​ Active participation in the Australian Government's community of interest, 
the WSIS+20 Multistakeholder Group, a round table which met regularly 
(face to face as well as virtually) to comment on the drafting of the 
Australian Non-Paper on WSIS +20, and develop community-based 
comments on the various of the UN processes relating to this critical 
review, such as  the UNGA Modalities and Interim Negotiation Mandate,  
the WSIS +20 Zero Draft which updated the WSIS +10 modalities, the  
WSIS+20 Virtual Stakeholder Consultation | Public Institutions, the 
WSIS+20 open consultations (virtual) WSIS+20 Latest News| Public 
Institutions (un.org) and we are lso registered to attend the upcoming 
WSIS+20 stakeholder consultations on Rev1 - 14 November 2025 

■​ Active participation in the ICANN-hosted WSIS+20 Outreach Network 
■​ Active participation in, and contributions to the organising of, the APrIGF 

WSIS+20 Working Group. Which has presented two public webinars on the 
WSIS+20 process (and has a third scheduled for the development of Asia 
Pacific views on Revision 1 of WSIS+20 on November 18th); and 
submitted to the UN Co-Facilitators for WSIS+20 a “Reflection on WSIS+20 
Zero Draft” following the discussion during the second webinar on behalf of the 
APrIGF. 

 

1 Brian Scarpelli, Senior Global Policy Counsel. ACT | The App Association Email 23 Oct 2025; Subject: Invitation to Join the Global 
Statement on the Role of Encryption in Securing Trust and Enabling the Digital EconomyWSIS+20.WSIS+20. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1relM_OokyUwpsJMvaVf0Yk_AqqY7TMlkGbMAMu_uSog/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GaScmihRzd0taxcYa6dqsMVyjA7_zXewAoTsTV4t7QI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VSHOgxMbZeu1x98qleH44EfQnKw0U0kJeZ7L_dmOKd4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.globalencryption.org/2025/02/joint-letter-on-the-uk-governments-use-of-investigatory-powers-act-to-attack-end-to-end-encryption/
https://www.globalencryption.org/2025/02/joint-letter-on-the-uk-governments-use-of-investigatory-powers-act-to-attack-end-to-end-encryption/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:30d52f84-6806-4250-8642-c2610f2810be
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/774766/files/A_68_L-54-EN.pdf?ln=en
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/wsis20/virtualconsultation
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/wsis20
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/wsis20
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/wsis20/rev1consultation
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/wsis20/rev1consultation
https://www.icann.org/en/government-engagement/wsis20-outreach-network
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mGTuGzkBKj-_c0nmGD8kCQJB98cJFYy3KqXphh0tEhk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mGTuGzkBKj-_c0nmGD8kCQJB98cJFYy3KqXphh0tEhk/edit?usp=sharing


❖​ Engagement with APNIC, AP*, ICANN and  IEEE  

➢​ Board Member Christopher Hawker represented Internet Australia at APRICOT 
2025, held in Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia, from 19th to 27th February. <Report> 

➢​ Board Members also attended (virtually) APNIC 59 with APRICOT 2025, Petaling 
Jaya, Malaysia 19 – 27 February 2025 and APNIC 6,0 Da Nang, Viet Nam, 4 – 11 
September 2025 (Board Member Christopher Hawker also attended this meeting 
onsite)  

➢​ AP* meetings are held in conjunction with APNIC Meetings, 59 and 60, which 
were participated in by Cheryl Langdon-Orr.  

➢​ ICANN Board and Chapter Members of Internet Australia remain deeply engaged 
with ICANN in its Policy Development, Preparation and implementation of its new 
gTLD round, organisational reviews and its new Continuous Improvement 
Program (CIP) for Advisory Committees, Support Organisations and its 
Nominating Committee, as well as the Organisation as a whole; engagement with 
the WSIS+20 process, the ICANN Public Technical Identifiers (PTI) Board where 
Holly Raiche has served as the representative of the ALAC/At-Large for the last 
three years; and Internet AUstralia continues to be an active participant and 
‘Member in Good Standing’ of the Regional At-Large Organisation (APRALO) as 
an ICANN accredited At-Large Structure (ALS)  and assusch also contributes to 
the work of the three principle Working Groups of the At-Large Advisory 
Committee (ALAC) the Consolidated Policy Working Group (CPWG), the 
Operations Finance and Budget Working Group (OFB-WG) and the ALAC 
Community Engagement Sub-Committee (ACES).  Members of the Chapter have 
attended all ICANN Meetings (onsite and virtually) again in the past year 
(ICANN82 Seattle Community Forum, ICANN83 Prague Policy Forum and 
ICANN84 Dublin Annual General Meeting) 

➢​ IEEE -  Internet Australia is proud to sponsor and support the work of the IEEE 
Standards Association Australian “Dignity, Inclusion, Identity, Trust, and Agency” 
(DIITA) (see reports from their 2024  and  2025(draft) Conferences for details.  
AUDIITA is also involved with establishing a "Center of Excellence for the Blind", 
which has ur pledged support and interest from Members who are subject matter 
experts in the field. 

 

❖​ Involvement as part of the Organising Committees for APrIGF and auIGF 

➢​ APrIGF - Members of our Chapter and Board, continue (as they have since its 
foundation) to support and be deeply engaged with the organisation of the annual 
regional Asia Pacific Internet Governance Forum (APrIGF); Members of the 
Chapter are involved in or take the lead of each of the Sub-Committees of the 
APrIGF Multistakeholder Steering Group (MSG), the Events Committee, the 
Program Committee, the Fellowship Committee and during the event the 
Complaints Committee. This year, the event, originally planned to be held in 
Nepal, pivoted to an entirely virtual format out of an abundance of caution due to 
social unrest in the lead-up. 

➢​ auIGF - Internet Australia remains the organisational home for the Australian 
Internet Governance Forum (auIGF), working directly with auDA as secretariat and 

https://2025.apricot.net/
https://2025.apricot.net/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:f8a44157-1d5e-4fa7-a97a-ba08e2ec8e36
https://2025.apricot.net/
https://conference.apnic.net/60/index.html
https://apstar.asia/
https://apstar.asia/23-february-2025-petaling-jaya/
https://apstar.asia/8-september-2025-danang/
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/atlarge/pages/99704599/At-Large+Working+Groups#ALAC-CIP-Small-Team
https://pti.icann.org/
https://atlarge.icann.org/ralos/apralo
https://atlarge.icann.org/alses/apralo
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/atlarge/pages/99704599/At-Large+Working+Groups#Consolidated-Policy-Working-Group-(CPWG)
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/atlarge/pages/99704599/At-Large+Working+Groups#At-Large-Operations%2C-Finance-and-Budget-Working-Group-(OFB-WG)
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/atlarge/pages/99704599/At-Large+Working+Groups#ALAC-Community-Engagement-Subcommittee-(ACES)
https://meetings.icann.org/en/meetings/icann82/
https://meetings.icann.org/en/meetings/icann83/
https://meetings.icann.org/en/meetings/icann84/
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/gsuiteintegration/index.html?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%221dAgTfuLAqboYnEbFsa1EeRuM2nuKUTma%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22113256743065395764096%22%2C%22resourceKeys%22%3A%7B%7D%7D
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BTbcMBtBGE8Fy70tmHpdS4OVoIveiKg95t4jXoIIH8s/edit?usp=sharing
https://ap.rigf.asia/
https://ap.rigf.asia/
https://aprigf.org.np/
http://auigf.au


under the auspices of the Multistakeholder Steering Committee (MSSC), we 
contract with sponsors and service providers for the event, as well as manage 
logistics and certain financial aspects associated with the auIGF Fellowship 
program and costs associated with event management and panels. The finds 
related to and used for these actions are held in trust by Internet Australia on 
behalf of the MSSC of the auIGF. Details can be found in our Annual Financial 
Reporting.  

 

Interactions with ISOC Global: 

❖​ AMS - regular and routine maintenance of records and activities, as well as rejection via 
the AMS System and invitation to join as a paid Member of Internet Australia (if so desired)  for 
all applicannts to join our Chapter via the AMS system has been carried out in a timely manner 
and in compliance with the requirements to maintain ourselves as a Chapter in ‘Good Stading’  
over the past year.  NOTE In 2026, it is proposed that the Chater *accept*  Membership Applications via 
the AMS as Non-Paid Non-Voting *observer* Members of the Chapter to reduce the unnecessary 
administration required to manage the large amount of applications received.  Voting Members of the 
organisation will, however, still be required to pay our annual Membership Fees. 

❖​ Chapter Advisory Committee (ChAC) meetings - the Internet Australia ChAC 
representative is Cheryl Langdon-Orr, who has attended all ChAC meetings this year (having 
served the last two years as Chair of the ChAC Steering Committee).  

❖​ ISOC@ICANN workshops - ISOC held two workshop-style activities at ICANN Public 
Meetings (ICANN82 and ICANN84) in the last year, and Chapter Members and Leadership 
(Cheryl Langdon-Orr) had the opportunity to participate in both of these vital workshops. 

❖​ ISOC Foundation - In addition to completing and managing reporting, etc., for our 2025 
Chapter Administration Grant and the grant contribution to the 2025 auIGF, the Internet 
Australia Board also held a face-to-face meeting with Chris Locke, Executive Vice President 
and Managing Director of the Foundation, during his March visit to Sydney. This was a most 
useful meeting, during which we learned much about the ISOC Foundation's future plans for 
philanthropic work and project opportunities. 

❖​ Various voting and selection processes - 

➢​ ISOC Board of Trustees (BoT) - We cast our vote after due consideration, due 
diligence and discussion. 

➢​ ChAC - We cast our vote in the recently closed ISOC Chapter Advisory 
Committee (ChAC) Steering Committee selection process. 

➢​ Voting for topics of Special Interest Group (SIG) selection: 
■​ We voted in support of all of the selected SIGs for the 2026-7 cycle. Voting 
took place from 17 to 31 October 2025, and the five special interest groups selected 
are: 

○​ Affordable Internet Access 
○​ Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
○​ Community Networks & Community Infrastructures  New SIG 
○​ Cybersecurity 
○​ Internet for Education 

 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:1f22ebd8-2967-4cc4-8714-bd9f64ea0c2d
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:1f22ebd8-2967-4cc4-8714-bd9f64ea0c2d
https://www.isocfoundation.org/
https://www.isocfoundation.org/team/chris-locke/
https://click.mail.isoc.org/?qs=14aab6621479391904ad2b5930979cddc621b02ad1c9709d586b30d69e9a7b1af382045dc05ea3bc61540d35e18ce3a531c33dfbdf652317ca80700a06632ba2
https://click.mail.isoc.org/?qs=14aab66214793919929147d6d5b280b141f7bb02ea661f5a63dc55b95aa837fe250bcd043b1c1b031a3882971edb8fcc17569b72b225b26259bd76dd8771b129
https://click.mail.isoc.org/?qs=14aab662147939197fd6ba2ccf381bf5444808d167e458e30d334b3af032b71ef6586767f7c653861c0000f0e1532012cbf7fff9c0d5e21e54f6fde17b994f1e
https://click.mail.isoc.org/?qs=14aab662147939191a00c83ee0983c63a4bec7dd0e9603efdf382939ba26b7ba42159fcd7afbdcb9c3fd065a6524503879d4a7406c6ffc1b8ed1dbc67fa5f20a
https://click.mail.isoc.org/?qs=14aab662147939192961d0f66ba44be59ea77debef5ca25a1e170f2e81137ad64320815880ff1a1114244b138f1205a6cee5e163cf9e9508cd62126bc9c4bde1


Policy Activities: 

In addition to the work with WSIS+20 Multistakholder Group of the Australian Government, 
contributions to ICANN Policy Development processes and Public Comments, attendance at various 
briefings and feedback sessions relating to legislation and proposed legislation in the ICT arena and 
Communications Consumer matters, support for various open letters prepared regarding encryption, 
spectrum and Critical Infrastructure, the Policy  Committee (Convened and Chaired by Holly Raiche) 
has also prepared and submitted the following work pieces: 
 
February 2025 
auDA: Draft Engagement Charter and Draft Complaints Policy – 

Provided general support for both policies, with the following additional comments: 
Comment on auDA’s core functions: need to recognise its increasing role in education and 
support for the Internet community, both locally and globally. 

 
For the draft governance policy, stressed the importance of an independent Nominating 
Committee for the Board selection process. 

 
May 2025 
Department of Communications: Statutory Infrastructure Provider Regulated 
Broadband Speeds 

Provided support for the recommendation to increase the legislated Statutory Infrastructure 
Provider (SIP) peak download speeds to 100Mbps 

 
September 2025 
Senate Environment and Communications Reference Committee: Age 
Assurance 

Provided two submissions, both expressing concerns with the effectiveness of suggested 
methodologies for Platforms’ proposed age assurance requirements. IA expressed concerns 
about access to the Internet, particularly for people with disabilities and those in rural and 
remote communities, and called for the development and use of alternative methodologies, 
including education, to address age-assurance requirements. 

 
 
 
In conclusion, Internet Australia was engaged in and had extensive activity commitments in 2025, in 
addition to our usual and annual commitment to, and engagement with, the auIGF, ICANN, APRALO, 
APAC Space, APNIC, APrIGF, auDA, ISOC and ACCAN Membership activities; a great deal of time 
and energy was spent in WSIS+20 processes as well as administrative changes to our Membership 
system and basic Web page development/renewal In 2025, the volunteer Board of Internet Australia 
demonstrated an exceptionally high level of activity and engagement, extending far beyond its routine 
responsibilities. This intense period saw a substantial commitment to, and active participation in, a 
diverse range of key internet governance forums and industry bodies. 

 
Our annual and ongoing engagements included active representation at the auIGF (Australian 
Internet Governance Forum), ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers), 
APRALO (Asia Pacific Regional At-Large Organisation), APAC Space, APNIC (Asia Pacific 
Network Information Centre), APrIGF (Asia Pacific Regional Internet Governance Forum), auDA 
(domain administrator for .au), ISOC (Internet Society), and ACCAN (Australian Communications 
Consumer Action Network) Membership activities.  
These commitments are seen as fundamental to our mission and involve consistent attendance, 

https://1drv.ms/w/c/bb6c1ec40a105bf2/EUZ3Qgc-catLkXlSOQ_k7fsBm4QwlO0BoKd7n4wIUumEHw?e=yQl9yW
https://1drv.ms/w/c/bb6c1ec40a105bf2/EYxPHJc9QqtJjoJap1ilztsB7jMKPWHonx5UVBXhCoIdWw?e=DwZz9x
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:40ecf226-293d-4589-a415-8e1f652a7ece


contributions to policy development, and advocacy for our members' interests. 
 
Beyond these established commitments, a significant proportion of the Board's time and energy 
in 2025 was dedicated to the critical WSIS+20 processes. This global initiative, marking 20 years 
since the World Summit on the Information Society, involved extensive discussions and 
contributions to shape the future of information and communication technologies. Our 
involvement ensured that our perspective and the interests of our community were represented at 
this crucial international forum. 
 

Furthermore, 2025 was a year of substantial internal administrative development. Considerable effort 
was invested in implementing significant changes to our Membership system, aiming to enhance 
efficiency, user experience, and data management. Concurrently, a major project was undertaken for 
the basic Web page development and renewal, which involved updating our online presence to be 
more informative, accessible, and engaging for our members and the wider public. These internal 
improvements are vital for the sustained growth and operational effectiveness of the organization.as 
forecast at our last Annual General Meeting. 
 
 
Finally I would like to recognise each and every Member of the 2025 Internet Australia Board for their 
dedication to our organisation. As a long standing member of this governance board, I wish to 
recognise their ongoing commitment, professionalism and efficiencies in conducting the activities of our 
company over the last financial and calendar year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2025 Chair - Internet Australia  
(Internet Society of Australia - A Chapter of ISOC.org) 
ACN: 076406801  ABN: 36076406801 

https://www.internet.org.au/
http://isoc.org
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